Revelation Chapter 2

by Armin A. Wolft

Nowwe will begin with thelettersof Jesusto the seven churches. Why did Jesuspick these seven
particular churches?Why not the Apogle Paul'shome church at Antioch or the headquaterschurch in
Jerusalem?The church in Ephesusisthe only one of the seven that isalso prominent in other patsin
the NT. Beforewe get into thefird letter, | want to give an overview and some background. In these
sven lettersthere are at leadt four levelsof meaning or application.

[) Local: They were actud churcheswith valid needstherein thefirs century.

2) Admonitory: "Spirit saysto the.churches' ...(plura) all seven lettersapply to all seven churchesof the
firg century, al churchesthere would ever be including our local church here.

3) Personal:"Hethat hath an ear." It appliesto you and me personaly. If you have an ear to hear with,
then the Lord wantsyouto lisen, because what heissaying appliesto youindividudly.

4) Prophetic: In their particular order, they lay out the entire higory of the church. They fill the gap
implied in Daniel 9:26, and between Rev 125 and 6, etc. The Book of Actscovered the firg 30 years of
the church, the Book of Revelation takesit from Actsto His Second Coming (covering about 2000
years).We are now looking back and aswe shall seein subsquent gudies the order in which the seven
churchesareliged fitschurch higory.

Sincethe church isnot complete, thelagt 4 churchesa o are yet future, and therefore apply to us We
will see howthisfitsin subsquent gudies

Letter Church Age Dates (A.D.)
Ephesus Apostolic Age to 100

Smyrna Age of Persecution 100 - 313
Pergamos Imperial Church 313 - 590
Thyatira Age of Papacy 590 - Tribulation
Sardis Reformation 1517- Tribulation
Philadelphia Missionary Church 730 - Rapture
Laodicea Apostate Church 1900- Tribulation

*The city of Ephesus at that time

Before we get into thetext, | want to give some background on thisbeautiful city of thefirs century
Roman world.

*History

Tacitusrecordsthat the city wasfounded in 1400B.C., with an early temple to the Mother Goddessand
ancient Hittite fertility deity who subsquently became identified with Diana. lonian colonigsfrom
Athensettled there about 1100B.C.

In the middle of the 6th century B.C., the Lydians captured the city. Croesus their king, wasrouted by
the Persgansin 541B.C. and Ephesuswasjoined to other citiesin the lonian confederation. It was at
thistimethat thetutelary daty becameidentified with Diana (daughter of Zeus 9ger of Apollo) aso
sometimescalled Artemis (Acts19:34-35) Ephesuswasinvolved to itsown disadvantage in the
Pelopomesan and Persan wars

Peloponnesus--A peninsula forming the southern part of Greece south of the Gulf of Corinth. It
was dominated by Sparta until the fourth century B.C..

and served asakey naval bae. In 334B.C. it fell to the Macedoniansunder Alexander. After hisdeath,
Lysmachusbecame mager of the city and added great improvements.

Ephesusunwisaly sded with Antiochusof Syriaagaing the Romans It eventudly became the Roman
capital of the province of Aga. But asafree city, Ephesushad itsown municipd government and snate.

*Geography



Ephesuswascalled the "Queen of Aga": shewasthe proudcapital of loniaand chief harbor of
proconaular Aga. It wasan extremely wealthy and beautiful city, located near the mouth of theriver
Cayder (now Lower Meande). It wasthe principd line of communication between Rome and the
easern provinces. One maor road ran easward throuch apassto Sardisand then to Galatiaand
beyond. Another led to Magnesa and up the valley of the river Meander to Iconium; athird ran
through Collasae and Laodiceato the Euphrates Tradewith Greece and Italy ran throudh the port

regularly.
*Architecture

Architecturally supeb, itstheater was495feet in diameter and held 25,000 people (Acts19). The
Marble Way, lined with satuesand fountains ran fromthe temple of Artemis(Diana) throudh the city
tothe Megnesa Gate. The Arcadian Way, another main road fromthetheater to the harbor, was 1735
feet longand 70 feet wide, lined with columnsand shopsand illuminated at night. The mog
outganding architectural feature wasthe temple of Diana.

Thetemple of Diana, one of the "seven wonder's' of the ancient world, wasfourtimesaslarge asthe
Parthenon at Athens, and goodon aplatform 425feet by 220feet. The buildingitself was 340 by 165
feet, had 1201onic columns, each 60 feet high.

Ecgatic, sexud ritestook place at the temple, involving both male and female progitutes Itsincome
wasthreatened by Paul'spreachingN thisled to hisdepature. The temple was also an asylumfor the
criminals One of the fird banks much aswe have them today, functioned at the temple under the chief
prieds

*New Testament Period

In the New Tegament peiod Ephesuswasthe largest city of itsday. Asthe harborthroudh it deposts
gradudly became unusable, traffic diverted to Smyrna.

Ephesuswasthe center for the sudyof artsand magic; renowned over the world for talisnans
incantations books charms, etc. (Burnings Acts19:19).

Paul'sfirg vigt wasbrief and wasdirected toward the Jewish community; he later made a second vist--
he wasdriven fromthe synagogue and settled in the school of Tyrannusfor two yearsuntil the uproar in
58A.D. (Acts1924-41;20:1). Ephesuslater became the center for missonary opeaationsthroughout
Adga. Imitatorsfollowed, but without power.(Seven sonsof Sceva: Acts19:12-17) After Paul left
Ephesusand joumeyed through Macedonia, hereturned (to Miletug for hisfamed farewell to the
Ephedan eldes

Timothy isalleged to have becomeitsfirg bishop (1 Tim 1:3). It isherethat we find Aquila, Priscilla
and Apollos | Corinthianswas penned during hissecond vigt. Paul's Epigle to Ephesuswaswritten
from Rome.

John issaid to have spent time in Ephesuswith Mary, the Lord'smother. A ccording to Eusbiusand
others, John returned therein 95A .D. after Patmos and goent hisclosng yearsthere. HisGogd was
appaently written fromthere. Histomb isthere. The reputed home of Mary isnow a shrine.

*Later History

The bishop of Ephesuswas accorded rank and authority of a pariarch over the churchesin the province
of Ada. In 431A.D., Emperor Theodosusl| called ageneral church council at Ephesusto consder the
hotly argued question of the time whether the Virgin Mary should be described asthe mother of God,
and 200bishopsat thisThird Ecumenical Council decided in the affirmative.

Itschief rival city was Miletus but aluvial depostsgradudly slted upthe harbor of Miletusa so.
Ephesus(for awhile) eclipsed itsrival in importance. The Romanssripped the wooded mountains of
treesand soil eroded so that theresulting Slt trandormed the harbor to a swamp. Today 20 milesof land
hascut off the city fromthe sea. (Even in thefirst century, Paul landed at MiletusN after one of the
many dredgngsN in Acts20.

The present unpretentiousvillage of Seljuk (Ayasaluk?, built by the Byzantines isbut asad remainder
of itsformer gory. After itsdestruction by the Gothsin 262A .D. it never regained itsformer glory.

The First of the seven letters -- to Ephesus
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To begin our gudy, let'sread theletter to Ephesus, Rev 2:1-7

Revelation 2:1 (NIV) "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds
the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands:

Revelation 2:1 (KJV) Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the
seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

*The word --> angel

aggelos {ang'-el-os}

from aggello -- to bring tidings, derived from the root word to bring, literally a bringer, usually

translated as "angel"

1) a messenger, envoy, one who is sent, an angel, a messenger from God
In thiscase, fromthe context it appearsthat whoever wasthe normal bringer of the word of God in the
church at Ephesuswasto bethe adressee of thisaswell asall the other Sx lettersthat Jesusdictated to
John. In the 14 century, long before the printing presswasinvented, few people knew how to read and
write. So thismessenger would have to havethe ability to read and write in order to read thispecial
letter to the Ephesan church. It isalso probale that before the letter was sent on it was carefully copied
for the Church archive.

*The church -- the light bearer

A lampdand isabearer, not asource, of light. The lampsintegral to the lampgandscommonly usedin
those dayswere fuded by oil, usudly olive oil. Oil isemblematic of the Holy Spirit. Jesusisin (our)
middg, yet He holdsusin Hisnail-scarred hands(John 1028).

John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.

The commendations

»Jesus knows

Rewelation 2:2 (NIV) I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you
cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not,
and have found them false.

Rewelation 2:2 (KJV) I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars:

Revelation 2:3 (NIV) You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not
grown weary.

Revelation 2:3 (KJV) And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast
not fainted.

Jesusknowsall the good thingsyou are doing for Him, such asgiving for example if you are doingit in a
way not to be seen by men (Matt 6:2-4)

Matthew 6:2 "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their
reward in full.

Matthew 6:3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,

Matthew 6:4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you.

He knowsand commendsthe Ephesanshere for their 1)labour2)paience and 3)their effortsto
maintain truth and expos falsshood.

Testing evil teachers of false doctrines

Jesuscommendsthem for beingintolerant of wickednessin their midg and exposng and rejectingthose
who teach falsehood. Paul gives some srong warningsand exhortation to dothis (Acts2028-31)

3 © 1998-2000 Armin A. Wolff



Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

Acts 20:29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.

Acts 20:30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples
after them.

Acts 20:31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night
and day with tears.

John as0 gives solemn warningson thismatter (1 John 4:1-3)

1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

1 John 4:2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Ewvery spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God,

1 John 4:3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

The age welivein today ischaracterizesby many things, and deception isperhapsone of the bigges.
We livein an age of deceit (2 Cor 11:14-15)

2 Corinthians 11:14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

2 Corinthians 11:15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their
end will be what their actions deserve.

with many charlatansout there. Jesuscommendsthe Ephesansfor exposng and regecting such.

When you hear of propheciesand predictions suppogdly fromthe Lord, do not categorically reject
them, but tes them accordingto the scriptures. (1 Thess5:20-21)

1 Thessalonians 5:20 do not treat prophecies with contempt.
1 Thessalonians 5:21 Test everything. Hold on to the good.

Notice here again one of the may sevensof the book of Revelation. The Lord tellsusin many placesin
scripture howwe, like the Ephesanshere, may begrong. One of anumber of scripturesis(1sa40:31)

Isaiah 40:31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

The criticism
*Nevertheless
Revelation 2:4 (NIV) Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Revelation 2:4 (KJV) Nevertheless I have against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

Theboscalsyouinto hisofficeand tellsyou that are doingagoodjobin certain areas but then he says
"Nevertheless... " and you feel alump in yourthroa and in your mind'seye you can seethe pink dip
enclosed with yourfinal paycheck.

*Love of espousal

Jesushereistaking aboutthe loveof eppousl. The very namesof the churchesin these lettersare
ggnificant: "Ephesus' = maiden of choice; daling.
*The word --> first
protos {pro'-tos}

1) first in time or place
1a) in any succession of things or persons
2) first in rank
2a) influence, honour
2b) chief
2c) principal

4 © 1998-2000 Armin A. Wolff



3) first, at the first

Godusesthe marriage relationship to communicate Hismog intimate and important truth, that He
wantsalovereationship with us Paul in hisepigleto the Ephesanstaudht them this but appaently
they had forgotten it by thistime. (Eph 5:22-28)

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
Ephesians 5:26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,

Ephesians 5:27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless.

Never werethey buser... but activity in the Kingsbusnessisno subgitute for timewith TheKing. He
wantsdevotion, not dodrine. The Lord complainsaboutthelog bridd loveof Isadl. (Jeremiah 2:1-2)

Jeremiah 2:1 The word of the LORD came to me:

Jeremiah 2:2 "Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: "'I remember the devotion of your youth, how
as a bride you loved me and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown.

Godwantsusto seek Hisface in humility. (2Chron 7:14)

2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.

Spend timewith the King. He did not create youfor service-- he hasangelsfor that -- (Hebrews 1:14)
Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
He created you for fellowship and love. Thekind of lovethat hasaction attached to it iswhat He wants.

*King David compared to Solomon

Compare David'sreign with Solomon's. By earthly sandardsSolomon wasa great success Hetook Isael
to apeak, which they never regained, and won't until Messah reignsin Jerusalem. David pevadesthe
Scripture; Solomon ismentioned only with adverse comments (Matt 6:28 -29).

Matthew 6:28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor
or spin.

Matthew 6:29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.

Solomon soudht wisdom, but later became apogate through hisforeign wives David Smply soudht
fellowship: to dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Psalm 2386).

Psalms 23:6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of
the LORD forever.

Even thoudh David had many shortcomings, God tedfiesof him that heisaman after Hisown heart.
(1Samud 1314)

1 Samuel 13:14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own
heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the Lord's command.”

Even after David snned by committing murder, hefinally criesoutto theLord in Psaim 51:12.
Psalms 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Thejoy of salvation isbourd upin love Many of hisPsalmshave been putto muscin ourday and are
used regularly in worship of our Lord.

*Fruit of the Spirit and first commandment
The firg-named fruit of the Spirit islove (Gal 5:22)
Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

It isalso thefirdg commandment Sh'ma: Thou shalt love.. not serve (Deut 6:4-5) The Supreme
importance of loveisnot aNew Tesament idea. For the Jawsback then aswell astoday thisisone of
the mog important scriptures
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Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Deuteronomy 6:5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.
Firg loveisthe abandonment of al for alovethat hasabandoned all. No thoudht of self. "If | oeak with
thetonguesof men...." 1 Corl3:1-8)
Exhortations and warnings

Revelation 2:5 (NIV) Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at
first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

Revelation 2:5 (KJV) Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.

*Remember, repent and repeat

Jesusgvesthem athreefold admonition: Remember, repent and repeat Do you remember how you firg
felt when you became a chrigian?God wantsyou to recapture the joy of your salvation. Repent -- aoris
tense -- imperativeto doit immediately without delay. Repesat -- go back and do what you did earlier.

eLost witness

Isthere achurch in Ephesustoday?A church or a person loses attractivenessto non-chrigiansby alack
oflove TheLord gvesthe world whereright to judge uswho call ourselvesChrigians| ourdisplay to
theworld of genuinelove. (John 13:35)

John 13:35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
No one can love God and not also lovetheir fellow humans (1Xbhn 4:20)
1 John 4:20 If anyone says, "I love God, " yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love
his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
*Mysterious commendation

Revelation 2:6 (NIV) But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.

Revelation 2:6 (KJV) But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

*Nicolaitans

Some have interpreted thisassome kind of sect. Irenaeusallegesa sect founded by Nicolas of Antioch,
(oneofthe 7 deaconsof Acts635).

Acts 6:5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to

Judaism.

Tertullian describesthe sect asgnogicsand libertines Clement of Alexandriarefersto their unbridled
and excessve luds It isimportant to remember that Jesushatesthe deeds not the Nicolaitans These
deedswill become dodrinesin the Letter to Pergamos It hasaso been suggested that the Greek word
representsatrandation of the Hebrew name "Balaam”

Mod likely it isan untrandated name of some heretica groupof that day. Thelr name comesfrom 2
words nikao (conque) + laos(people). It marksthe earlies beginnings of the concept of the divison of
the clergy fromthelaity. The idea of ranksand privilegeswithin the church isnot biblical. Jesusisvery
much againg this (Matt 2025-26)

Matthew 20:25 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.

Matthew 20:26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
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In (1 Pet 5:2-3) Peter, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit who knowsthe future, wrote very grongly
againg thisdivison,
1 Peter 5:2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must,
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve;
1 Peter 5:3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.

perhapsknowing by the Spirit that he himsalf will beused to srengthen thisdivison of the church into
two levels

Jesuscommendsthe Ephesansfor hating these deeds which aswe'll see when we gudytheletter to
Pergamusbecome dodrineslater in church higory.

*Promise to the Overcomer

Revelation 2:7 (NIV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:7 (KJV) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

*Have an ear?

Thisphraseisrepeated in al of the seven letters and Jesusused it (Matt 11:15; Luke 14:35) quite a
number of timeswhile He sojoumed here on Earth.

Matthew 11:15 He who has ears, let him hear.

Luke 14:35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let
him hear."”

It underscorestheimportance of what Heissayingto us The gructure and location of the promiseto
the overcomer isdifferent in thefirg threelettersthan in thelas fourand we'll look at that in more
deail in thelater letters

If you have an ear, then useit to ligen to Jesud He peaksto you pesonally through Hisword.

*The Tree of Life
Some of the mythsconcerning thistree:

--> The homa-tree of the Perdans, growing at the spring Arduisur, which comesfromthe throne
of God,;

--> The halpasoma-tree of the Hindus which furnished the water of immortality, the libaion of
the gods

--> Thetubatree of the Arabs
--> Thelotustree of the Greeks,

--> Thetree of Assyrian adomed by royal figuresand guarded by genii, amilar to the
cherubim..cf. Ezek 4712

It hasbeen said that the Bibleisthe sory built around threetrees 1)Thetree of goodand evil in the
garden; 2)Thetree (cross) uponwhich Jesusdied and 3) thetree of life.
oIn summary

The church at Ephesusrepresentsthe Apogolic age, and even then, in the very beginnings, false
dodrinesarose fromwithin the church. Even at the end of the firg century when thiswaswritten the
church already had problems Thus even the "Church Fahers' are not areliable modd. Paul'sletter to
Galatiansexhortsnot to "perfect in the flesh what wasbegun in the Spirit." The only propa modd for
usisthe Book of Acts If you sudyit you will notice the emphadsison:

1) The focuson theteaching of the Word. Satan'sfirg challengeisagaing God'sWord and then to
cagigate God'scharacter. They used Scriptureto authenticate their experiences They a0 had:

2) Commitment to assembly and fellowship;
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3) Breaking of Bread ("in remembrance of me");
4) Commitment to prayer.

Ephesus asmany churches gill today wasvery zealusof guarding the truth of the gogd, butlog the
closenessto the Lord. Jesuswantsusto keep thetruth, but not to forget that Heisat the center. He said
the Godwantsto beworshiped in Spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)

John 4:24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
Let uspray that we will be such worshipes

The Church at Smyrna

*Background and history

Today Smyrnaiscaled Izmir, and it isthe third larges city in Turkey (pop.300000, NT: 100,0007. It
exportstobacco, grapes, figs, cotton, olives, and olive oil.

Smyrna posesesan excellent harbor and isencircled by cypress-clad hills. Smyrnawasinhabited by the
Agatic Lelegesin about3000B.C., with indicationsof later Hittite influence. In the 11th century B.C.
Aeolian colonigsfrom Cyme sttled in the area. About 900B.C., accordingto Herodotus the area fell
into the handsof the loniansfrom Colophon, and there commenced the mog gloriousphase of
Smyrnashigory. Duringthisperiodthe poeg Homer wasbom, lived and died in Smyrna. Three
centuriesof greatnessended, however, with the attack of the Lydians

Smyrnagoodat the entranceto the broad fertile valley of Mermus at the mouth of the river Meles and
onthewell sheltered gulf of Smyrna. It wasgrategically placed for trade between Europeand Aga. It
was, thus arival to Sardisand the Lydian kingdom. It was about42 milesnorth of Ephesusand
posesed an excellent doubke harbor. The outer harbor wasa deep water mooring ground; the inner
(nowdlted in) had a narrow entrance that could be blocked with a chain.

An expedition under Gygeswas defeated and driven back, but alater one under Alyattes, then king of
Lydia, was successful. Smyrnawasdevastated and ceased to exig for three centuries. A paheticendtoa
higory of two and one-half millennia

In the 4th century, Alexander the Great, in reponse to adream, ordered Lysmachus one of hisfour
generds to build agrong, well planned city, the mog beautiful in lonia, which became known as"the
Flower of lonia." It propered into one of the greates of the then known world.

Smyrna came under control of the Romansin 27 B.C., having proved afaithful aly to Romein the
Syrian and Mithridaic wars From 27 B.C. to 324 A.D. she enjoyed great materia progerity. Strabo
described it asthe mog beautiful city in the world.

The city suffered many setbacks In thereign of Tiberius it wasalmog blotted out by an earthquéke.
Between 178and 180A .D. it suffered a successon of ssigmic digurbanceswhich again reduced the
vulnerable city to ruins MarcusA ureliusonce more resored it (and patsof the new agora are Hill
ganding). In 378another earthquake demolished the city, but the intrepid Smyrneansagain rebuilt.
Even today, bugling lzmir hasbeen termed the "Parisof the Levant.” (Levant = countriesborderingthe
eadern shore of the mediteranean)

*Pagan Worship

Smyrnawasrichly embdlished with templesand splendid buildings, and the perfection and symmetry of
those encircling Mount Pagosreaulted in thetitle "the crown of Smyrna." At the foot of the mountain
goodthetemple of Zeus the father of the gods reputed to bethe lord of the Ky, rain, clouds and
thunder. Alongthe Golden Street goodthe shrinesof A pollo the sun-god, A phrodite the goddess of
loveand beauty, A esculapiusthe god of medicine, and finally, closeto the sea, Cybde, a Phrygian
nature goddess At the Agora (the commercial and political center) were satuesof Poeidonthe sea-
god, and Demeter the goddess of corn.

The priessof the variousdeatieswere termed gephanophori, in referenceto the laurel or golden crowns
which they used to wear in public processons They were awarded thishonor at the end of their year of
office. (Theterm gephanosisaludeadtoin Rev 2:10)

Thetutelary goddess of Smyrnawas Cybele (later, the Greek Rhea, the daughter of the ky and the
earth and the mother of Zeus Posidon and Hades). Her worship waswild and unresrained. Asthe
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giver of wealth, she became recognized in the great citiesasthe goddessof the sttled life and of towns,
hence her crown of walled cities She appearson Smyrnead coinsdepicted asenthroned and wearing a
crown of battlementsand towers [Goddess of fortresses, ("god of forces') Daniel 11:387

*Caesar worship

In addition to the usud deties Smyrnareadily accepted Caesar worship. In 196 B.C. the Smyrneans
erected atemple to Dea Roma, the goddess of Rome, and they subsquently built oneto Tiberius The
worship of the emperor was compulsory. Each year a Roman citizen had to bum a pinch of incense on
the atar and to acknowledge publicly that Caesar was supreme lord. In return, he received aformal
certificate that he had done s0. Originaly the action wasintended Smply as proof of political loyalty,
gncetheindividud was pemitted to worship whatever god or goddess he chose once he had offered to
Caesar. Thiswasa meansof unifying and integrating the many and varied elementsin the vas empire of
Rome. However, thisact of worship presented avital teg for the Chrigtian, and many who refused
perished at the gake or by wild beagtsin the arena.

The Letter to the Church at Smyrna

Oneofthefirg thingsthat jumpsout when readingthisletter isthat it hasdeath written all over it.
Jesusrefersto Himself asthe one who was dead. He admonishesthem to befaithful unto death and
promisesthe overcomer immunity from the second death.

Revelation 2:8 (NIV) "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the
First and the Last, who died and came to life again.

Revelation 2:8 (KJV) And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the
last, which was dead, and is alive;

*The word Smyrna
Thename"Smyrna"' comesfromthe Greek word "Smurnaios' fromaHebrew root that istrandated
"myrrh."

Myrrh isabitter gum and cogly perfume which exudesfromacertain tree or shrubin Arabiaand
Ethiopia, or isobtained by incisonsmadein the bark. It wasused asan antiseptic and also for
embdming. It wasa s an ingredient in perfume (Psailm 458),

Psalms 45:8 All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia; from palaces adorned with ivory
the music of the strings makes you glad.

prominent in Song of Solomon, etc. It wasas an ingredient in holy anointing oil for priess(Exodus
3023)

Exodus 30:23 "Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much (that is, 250
shekels) of fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant cane,

Exodus 30:24 500 shekels of cassia--all according to the sanctuary shekel--and a hin of olive oil.

Exodus 30:25 Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the
sacred anointing oil.

and the purification of women (Esther 2:12).

Esther 2:12 Before a girl's turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of beauty
treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and
cosmetics.

It wasused in embaming and wasa gift of the Mag at Chrig'sbirth(Matthew 2:11)

Matthew 2:11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh.

Gold = royalty
Frankincense = deity, priesthood
Myrrh = suffering, death

In Jesus Second Coming gold and frankincense are offered, but no myrrh (Isaiah 606)
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Isaiah 60:6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba
will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

gnce hisdeath isnow behind him but it wasoffered to Chrig at cros(Mark 15:23).
Mark 15:23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.
The bodyof Jesuswas embamed by Joseph & Nicodanus(John 19:39-40).

John 19:39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had wvisited Jesus at night. Nicodemus
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.

John 19:40 Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in
accordance with Jewish burial customs.

Myrrh yieldsfragrance by being crushed. Thereisacertain "desth” theme throughout thisletter. Jesus
refersto himself asthe eternal one, and yet also asthe one who died.

*No critique
Smyrnawas one of the two churchesthat received no "F" on their report card fromthe Lord.

Commendation

Revelation 2:9 (NIV) I know your afflictions and your poverty--yet you are rich! I know the slander of those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 2:9 (KJV) I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, but thou art rich and I know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

Jesuskows about our suffering. Hasanyone here gone throudh trials?Be comforted, Jesusknows

*The word -> tribulation
thlipsis {thlip'-sis}
1) a pressing, pressing together, pressure, persecution
2) metaph. oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

*Not "the" tribulation

We mug diginguish between the great tribulation and the fact that we all shall havetribulation,
trouble, persecution (John 16:33;2 Timothy 3:12)

John 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

aslongaswe live here on earth. Jesusdoesnot say we may or might have trouble, but tellsussraight out
that troubleisacertainty. The Apogle Paul putsit very bluntly:

2 Timothy 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

Noticeit appliesto those who desreto live agodly life. By implication then if we don't livaagodly life
we'll escapethat kind of tribulation. "I know your suffering’. 1t could have been relieved by smply a
pinch of incense offered to Caesar, but the chrigiansat Smyrnaand throudghout the Roman empire
would not acknowledge Caesar aslord.

*The word --> poverty

In the greek there are two wordsfor poveaty, oneispenia, which isthe gate of having nothing
supeafluousand asused here:

ptocheia {pto-khi'-ah}

1) beggary

2) in the NT poverty

2a) the condition of one destitute of riches and abundance
Because the chrigianswere severely discriminated againg in commerce and employment they were
povety gricken. Smyrnawas a progerouscity; their detitute povety isprobably dueto persecution by

confiscation - one of the mog common forms of persecution in the world today. Your esimation of
yourslf isfar lessimportant than God'segimation of you. There wasno welfare or other government
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handoutsaswe have in our sodety. The outward poverty but spiritud richesof the Chrigiansin Smyrna
remindsusthat thereisnothing inherently iritual in bengrich, though thereisalso nothing
inherently spiritud in being poor, either.

»Jesus sees them as rich

By the world'ssandardsthey were miserably poor, in sharp contragt to thelast church Jesuswritesto:
Laodicea (Revelation 3:17). Jesusknows about poverty (2 Corinthians 8:9).

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

The one who madethe universe did not have aplaceto call Hisown while he lived on earth.

Matthew 8:20 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lay his head."”

*Blasphemy
The Writer knows about blagphemy of Jews (John 8:44), having witnessed their interactionswith Jesus

John 8:47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not
belong to God.”

John 8:48 The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?”

John 8:49 "I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me.

In reading the whole chapter of John 8, the tenson between the Jewish religiousleadership and Jesusis
very evident. Legalism isaform of blagphemy, snce it negatesthe precioussacrifice of Jesusand
subgitutesthe keeping of the law.

Some Jewish Chrigiansdemanded Gentile circumcison (Acts15:1-11) which caused much dissenson
in the early church. Paul wrote the epigle to the Galatiansto counter thislegalism which even today
gill rearsitsudy head in certain messanic chrigian groups Peter isrebuked by Paul (Gal 2:11-14)
(Galatians 3:1-3).

Galatians 2:11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.

Galatians 2:12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they
arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those
who belonged to the circumcision group.

Galatians 2:13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led
astray.

Galatians 2:14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in
front of them dll, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that
you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

Paul likenslegalian to witchcraft, a serioussn.

Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly
portrayed as crucified.

Early persecution was brought on by the Jews, not the Romansin Antioch (Acts1350),

Acts 13:50 (NIV) But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the
city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region.

lconium (Acts142-5),

Acts 14:2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brothers.

Acts 14:3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed
the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders.

Acts 14:4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles.
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Acts 14:5 There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them
and stone them.

Thelegddgic Jewsalso girred up trouble for the Chrigiansin Lysra (Acts14:19),

Acts 14:19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul
and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.

and motivated by jealous in Thessalonica (Acts175).

Acts 17:5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed
a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order
to bring them out to the crowd.

In both the gogd of Luke and the Book of Actsthe Jewsare always painted asthe troublemakers
(which they were) and the Roman centurionsasthe goodguys Thismay be because these two books
together may have served aspart of the trial doaumentsrequired by law to be sent ahead of Paul in his
appeal to Caesar.

Early on and continuingin the city of Smyrna, the chrigians suffered much at the handsof the Jews and
wasno small contributor to the anti-semitian that later aro® in the church.

eIsrael still on God's agenda

Jewish chrigiansbdieved that agentile firg had to become a Jew and then a chrigian. If thisisno
longer true, then what happensto the law and the centuries of jewish traditions?One of the mog tragic
heresesthat arosein the church istheview that |srael iscast away from God and the church isthe
inheritor of God'spromises. Jamesundersgoodthat there would betime when Godispreparing a people
for Himself out of the gentiles (A cts15:13-16) and then Jamessaysin verse 16 :after this...."

Acts 15:13 When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me.

Acts 15:14 Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a
people for himself.

Acts 15:15 The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:
Acts 15:16 "' After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore
it,
Godhasavery diginct st of unconditional promisesmadeto Abraham and to Isragl which he will
fulfil. He also hasa st of diginct promisesto the church. Forthe church (Matthew 16:18) for example

he says

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it.

"the gatesof hell...." and yet in (Revelation 137) it talksaboutthe saintsbeng overcome.

Revelation 13:7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given
authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.

Thisisnot acontradiction, jug two different groupsof people. In addition to these two groups thethird
grouparethe gentiles

Very early in Church higory the Church became antisemitic. Thiswastragic for the Jawswho suffered
atrodtiesunder the banner of "Chrig", but aso for the Church because we log our Jewish"roots"” The
Church' sknowedge of the Old Tetament istragically lacking. God remindsusas membersof the
church (Romans2:28-29),

Romans 2:28 A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and
physical.

Romans 2:29 No, aman is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man'’s praise is not from men, but from God.

aswell aslgadl (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6) that circumcidon (the hallmark of jewishness) isan inward
thing.

Deuteronomy 10:16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.
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Deuteronomy 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so
that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.

*Polycarp martyred

In 155A.D., the bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp, refused to recant. "Eighty and sx yearshave | served Him,
and He never did me wrong. How can | now speak evil of my King who hassaved me?' The old man of
86 wasbumed at the gake on the sabbah day, an object of Jewish hatred aswell asfromthe Roman
persecution.

*Don't fear
Revelation 2:10 (NIV) Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the dewvil will put some of

you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point
of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 2:10 (KJV) Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast [some]
of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

*A scapegoat

Diseases brought back from the Parthian warsdevastated much of Rome. Inundaion fromthe Tiber put
many of the grain gorehousesunder water. Theresult of wasfamine and petilence. The Chrigianswere
madea convenient scapegod. The claim wasthat these disaserswere broudht on by the godsprovoked
by thisnew religon, and Chrigianity became a crime. Why couldn't these Chrigiansin Smyrnajug
rebukeSatan out of thisattack uponthem?Because God had apurpoin their suffering: to purfy them
[1 Peter 1:6-7];

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all

kinds of trials.

1 Peter 1:7 These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.

to make them like Jesus[Romans8:17];

Romans 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

and to beawithess
10 days

For250yearsthe church went throudh persecution by the gate.ln Fox'sBook of Martyrswe read that
five million bdieversdied for Chrig duringthisperiod.

Nero (54-68) Paul beheaded; Peter crucified
upside down.

Domitian (95-96) John exiled.

Trajan (104-117) Ignatius burned at the stake.

Marcus Aurelius (161-180) Polycarp martyred.

Septimus Severus (200-211) He killed Irenaeus.

Maximinus (235-237) He killed Ursula and Hippolytus.

Decius (249-251)

Valerian (257-260)

Aurelian, (270-275)

Diocletian (303-313) The Worst of all!

A careful gudyofthe Caesarsthat severely persecuted the church in the Romand empire revealsthat
there were 10 emperorswho persecuted chrigiansuntil the church wasmadelegal under Congantine.
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Fortunately there were some Caesarswho did not enforcethe lawsagaing the chrigiansasvehemently
asdid these 10, giving the chrigians some much needed respite and recovery times.

*Persecution still today

Althoudh, the day of martyrsisdeinately not pad; all over the world, Chrigiansare facing persecution,
eyecidly in Ada, Eagern Europg and in the Mudim world. Some people esimate that more Chrigians
have suffered for their faith and have been martyred in the 20th century than in all previouscenturies
combined. Who knowswhen our time of persecution will begin herein the USA.

*Three heresies
Major heresesarose within the church duringthe Smyrnaperiod and are with usto thisday.
1) Legalian: denia of Chrig'scompleted work;
2) Gnogician: denia of Chrig'shumanity;
3) Caesar worship: denia of Chrig'sLordship.
Exhortation & Promise

Firg, thereisno promise that they would escapetheir sufferingbut that thereisareward for faithfulness,
even "unto death". The pagan priexsin Smyrnawere given golden crownsafter having completed their
termsof office. These crownsthe Lord promisesare gpecial rewardsfor faithful service.

-> Crown of life (James 1:12) for those who have suffered for His sake;

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive
the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

-> Crown of righteousiess (2 Timothy 4:8) for those who loved Hisappearing;

2 Timothy 4:8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

-> Crown of gory (1 Peter 5:4) for those who fed the lambs sheep, flock;

1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade
away.

-> Crown everlaging (1 Corinthians 9:25) for those who presson seadfasly;

1 Corinthians 9:25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown
that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.

-> Crown of rgjoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19) for those who win souls.

1 Thessalonians 2:19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of
our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?

*Promise to overomer

Revelation 2:11 (NIV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who
overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.

Revelation 2:11 (KJV) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

*Twice dead

Jeaus asuaud in these lettersadmonishesuswho have earsto ligen individudly and also addresesusas
achurch body Herethe death flavor of thisletter comesthrough once more. The second death isfor all
thoe who are not bom twice. (Revelation 20:6)

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no
power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand
years.

Judewriteswho thos arethat are subject to the second death. (Judel:12)
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Jude 1:12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm--
shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn
trees, without fruit and uprooted--twice dead.

We asmembersof the bodyof chrig, the church will participaein thefirg resurrection
We get confirmation of thisin (1 Corinthians1552)

1 Corinthians 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

alongwith some detailsof how and when God will complete our salvation by giving usthe promised
resurrection bodies which will no longer be subject to the laws of entropyand decay. Are you eagerly
looking forward in hopeto that time?1 am!

The Church at Pergamos

Pergamosisthe feminine form; Pergamumisthe neuter form of the name; both were used. Pergamoswas
located 80 milesnorth of Smyrna. Smyrnawasthe great commercia center; Ephesus the great political
center; Pergamos the great religiouscenter.

Itsearly higory isobscure; there are evidencesthat it wasoccupied during the gsone and bronze ages, but
prior to Alexander the Great, Pergamoswas|little more than acastle on top of a hill.

Itsfoundation isascribed to Arcadian colonigsunder the Heracleid T elephus(who routed the
Achaeansonther landingin Mysato attack Troy). Itsnameissaid to have been derived fromthe son
of Pyrrhusand A ndromache who made himsalf king of Teuthrania by killingthe kingin sngle combat.
After the defeat of Antigonusat Ipausin 301B.C. , the northwes AsaMinor wasunited to the
Thracian kingdomof Lysmachus Itsimpregnable postion lent itself to itsuse asatreasury. However,
Philetaerusbetrayed Lysmachus trug by alying himself with Seleucus Lysmachus rival. Subsquent
rulerskillfully esablished themselvesasa domnant power in AsaMinor and one of the principd
centersof Hellenigic culture. Wisaly allyingwith Rome, it became an extremely wealthy and progerous
city, and for two centuriesit became the of fiduaal capital of the Roman province of Asa Lacking
proximity to the key traderoutes it eventudly yieldseconomic advantagesto itsbetter located rival,
Ephesus

Pergamosisabout 18 milesfrom the sea, about 80 milesnorth of Smyrna. The present city of Bergama
hasapopuktion of only 20,000 (vs amog 200000 of old).

Zeusissaid to have been bom there. The great dtar soodon afoundaion 125ft by 115ft, over 50 ft
high, set in a colonnaded encloaure (Satan'sthrone?Rev 2:13).

The Aesculapiumwaswhat we might call ahogital today. Health ingitutionsbefore the scientific
medical practice begun by Hippoaates progered for eight centuries Functioning mogly by psychiatry
and suggedtion; deep wasinduced and prietsused their own methods (drugsand others) to cause
paientsto dream, and then interpret, etc. Bathing, whigpered consultations musc, plays, and other
techniqueswere employed astherapeutic ads

Long beforethe New Testament days, A esculapiushad been recognized asagod. Hewassaid to bethe
0n of Apollo and the virgin Cornois. He wastermed "Savior" and it wasclaimed that he had the power
to avert desth. He wasoriginally represented by the A natoliansasa serpent, and the Greekslater
depicted him holding Hermes gaff (the Caduceus) with the two-headed snake. The origina idea
emerging fromthe brazen serpent of (Numbers21:8-9; John3:14) (Bibletaken literaly); (2 Kings 18:4).
The serpent isasymbol of an and brassbeing able to gand fire a symbol of judgement. The Caduceusis
the official emblem of the city. Hermesisthe god of commerce, invention, cunning, and theft, who a0
served asmessenger, cribe and herald for the other gods

Althoudh not the seat of imperia and judicial authority, Pergamosbecame the center of the official
religion of emperor "Caesar" worship. Augudusinaugurated emperor worship in order to give the empire
abond of common sentiment, and the firs temple of thiscult waserected at Pergamosin 27 B.C. Under
Vegpasan and hissuccesors, it became atest of one'sfaith if one would or would not offer incense to
the gatue of the emperor. A esculapiuswasidentical to PhaethonN or NimrodN who founded the
origina Babylonian religionN eventudly developing into the worship of hiswidow Semiramisand his
poghumousson. Shewasthe A shtoreth and Tammuzof Phoenicia, ISsand Horusof Egypt, Aphrodite
and Erosof Greece, Venusand Cupid of Rome.
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When Cyrusconqueaed Babylon, they founded a new center at Pergamosand that king became Pontifex
Maximus the high pries of that pagan sysem.

Higorianstrace the subsquent trandfer of the cult from Pergamosto Rome, with the appointment of
uccessve Caesarsashigh pries and ultimately, to that officein 378A.D. of Damasus the Bishop of
Rome, with the complete and permanent aborption of "Babylonianism” into the Roman Church.
Damasusisknown asPopeSt. Damasusand hashiscommemrorative day in the Catholic church on
December 11.

In 312A.D., Congantine set out to defeat the forcesof Maxentius hisrival, for supreme power in the
empire. Hisfather had progpered when he had prayed to the God of the Chrigians, and Congantine, in
hisextremity, resorted to the same action. It issaid that on the next day he saw a shining crossin the
sky with an inscription aboveit: in hocdno vinces "In thissgn thou shalt conque.” He defeated
Maxentiusat the Milvan bridge, and immediately declared hisconverson to Chrigianity. He assumed
head<hip of the church, repealed the persecution edicts of Diodetian, and advanced Chrigiansto high
officein the gate. He did not make chrigianity the gate religion. Thiswasdone by one of his
UCCESIS

Heathenisam was Chrigianized. The pagan temples became Chrigian Churches. Many heathen fesivals
were converted into Chrigian ones Many pagan priessdippel into office asChrigian priess Change
wasmogly in nameonly.

The Letter to the Church at Pergamos

Revelation 2:12 (NIV) "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has
the sharp, double-edged sword.

Revelation 2:12 (KJV) And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath
the sharp sword with two edges;

*The word --> Pergamos

Jesus choice of the name of the church and the city it wasin wasvery appropriate for the conditionsin
thischurch and the timein higory thischurch represents. Satan evidently decided that aimog 300years
of persecution did not accomplish what he wanted. The attack from the outsdehasnever succeeded
againg the church. Nowhewould try to pollute it and dilute it fromwithin. The emblem of Pergamos
wasthe serpent on apole.

Therootsof thiscombined word come from Per = mixed, unnatural and objectionable (pervert,
perturbaion, etc.) and gamos= marriage (bigamy, monogamy, etc.)

*Sharp, two-edged sword

Jesusugngan earlier description of Himself asbeing the one having the "Two-edged Sword" (Rev 1:16;
Heb 4:12).

Revelation 1:16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.
His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Hewritesin effect that He hasthe ultimate "jusgadii:" -> The "Right of the Sword"; the highes officia
authority, the power of life and death. The Sanhedrin who decreed Hisdeath did not have the power to
execute him, they had to convince the Romansto put Jesusto death. Jesusgill usesthisswvord (His
word) to cut apart the dead fromtheliving, the flesh fromthe irit.

Commendation

Revelation 2:13 (NIV) I know where you live--where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my
name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who
was put to death in your city--where Satan lives.

Revelation 2:13 (KJV) I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, [even] where Satan's seat [is]: and thou
holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas [was] my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
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*The ancient Babylonian religious system

Thewhole satanic sysem of pagan worship originatingwith Nimrod can betraced throudh higory,
finally havingone of itsgreatest srongholdsin the city of Pergamos All thesidolatriescame to Rome,
where they were chrigianized.

Nimrod wasthe originator of these Babylonian idols He wasa so known asPhaeton or A esculapiusand
other lesscommon aliases. The serpent (Caduceusg) wasthe emblem of Pergamos

Aesculapiusmarries Semiramiswho bears Tammuztheir son. Thismother-son combo wasknown by
many namesin ancient cultures (Agoreth - Tammusin Phoenica), (I9s- Horusin Egypt)
(Aphrodite - Erosbythe Greeks) ,(Venus- Cupid in Rome).

Tammuzwas said to besupenaturaly bom to Nimrod and Semiramis Tammuzisasodated with the
aun god; he"dies' at the winter solgtice (Dec. 22, 23) and is"resurrected” asthe daysget longer.

In Pergamos asthroudhout the Roman empire thiswascelebrated by buminga"yule" -> Chaldean ->
infant log replaced by atrimmed tree the next morning. Also involved was migtletoerepresentinmg
fertility. Wassall, the practice of alcohol saturated festivities celibae priess the crudfix, purgatory,
infallibility, Mary worship, the yule log, the Chrigmastree, migletoeball trace their originsto pagan
Rome and on into antiquity. During the time to which thisletter applieshigorically, the process of
placing athin veneer over the Babylonian sysem (Rev 17:15-18)

Revelation 17:15 Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations and languages.

Revelation 17:16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin
and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire.

Revelation 17:17 For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast
their power to rule, untl God's words are fulfilled.

Revelation 17:18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.”

tookrootin the Chrigian church and iswith usto thisday in many ways. One way the Babylonian
sysem findsitsexpresson among ustoday isthe New A ge movement, which isreally nothing new.

*Hanging in there

In spite of beng surrounded by all thisidolatry Jesuscommendsthem for holding on to Hisname and
faith in Him.

Accordingto Tertullian, Antipasissaid to have been adentis and a physcian, accused of didoyalty to
Caesar, condemned to death by beng shut upin abrazen (or coppe) bull which wasthen heated red-

hot. In Revelation 17 we see the fate of the sysem that wasdrunk with the blood of the saints
(Revelation 17:6)

Revelation 17:11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is
going to his destruction.

The Criticism

Revelation 2:14 (NIV) Newertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols
and by committing sexual immorality.

Revelation 2:14 (KJV) But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Thewhole bookof Revelation isdeeply rooted and connected to the old tesament. Homework: Read
Numbers22 & 23.At the heart of this"Doctrine of Balaam" istheidea of iritud unchadity. It isthe
marriage and conformity (Romans12:2) with the world sysem, which hasno place in the truechurch.

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

At Pergamos asin certain churchestoday some had gone "Way of Balaam" (2 Peter 2:15),
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2 Peter 2:15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who
loved the wages of wickedness.

who was a hireling marketing hisgift.
Therewerethose then an aretoday who have gone after the "Error of Balaam”. (Jude1:11-12).

Jude 1:11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error;
they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion.

Jude 1:12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm--
shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn
trees, without fruit and uprooted--twice dead.

Balaam was hired by the enemies of the People of God to curse them. He waswarned not to by God
(Num2212).

Numbers 22:12 But God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on those people,
because they are blessed."”

Not satidfied with thissufficient answer, he makes further request to go. Heisgiven peamisson but not
allowed to utter anything but blessngsbecause God lovesHispeople. (Deut 234-5).

Deuteronomy 23:4 For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came
out of Egypt, and they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a
curse on you.

Deuteronomy 23:5 However, the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse into a
blessing for you, because the LORD your God loves you.

Deprived of rewardspromised by Balak, King of Moab, Balaam's covetousheart conceived an evil
thoudht. Hewould counsel the women of Midian and Moab to tempt the Isaelitesand cause them to
gan. Balaam knew that God would have to punish Hispeople. Baak' spurpos would then be served, and
Balaam would berich. The sedudion worked (Num 252-3; Num. 31:16),

Numbers 25:2 who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these
gods.

Numbers 25:3 So Israel joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the Lord's anger burned against them.

Numbers 31:16 "They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and were the means of turning the
Israelites away from the LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the Lord's people.

but Balaam had not counted on God' sgrace.

Balaam took the way of Cain, lived riotoudy afterward, but perished miserably with the enemiesof God
a lag (Johual322).

Joshua 13:22 In addition to those slain in battle, the Israelites had put to the sword Balaam son of Beor, who
practiced divination.

He sacrificed eternal richesfor temporal gain. We are warned not to lug for the "pleasuresof sn for a
season”(Hebrews 1124-25)

Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh'’s
daughter.

Hebrews 11:25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a short time.

nor to covet the "treasures of Egypt" (Mark 8:36).
Mark 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?
Another bad example along thislineisDemas "havingloved thispresent world" (2 Tim 4:10).

2 Timothy 4:10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.
Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.

*A stumbling block
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Balaam counselled Balak to put agumbling blodk before Israel to trip them up. We too mug becareful
about causng someoneto sumble. (1Cor 10:25-29)

1 Corinthians 10:25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience,
1 Corinthians 10:26 for, "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it.”

1 Corinthians 10:27 If some unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before
you without raising questions of conscience.

1 Corinthians 10:28 But if anyone says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both
for the sake of the man who told you and for conscience’ sake --

1 Corinthians 10:29 the other man's conscience, I mean, not yours. For why should my freedom be judged
by another’s conscience?

The Lord wanted Isael to be undefiled by fornication and he wantsto bea pure and faithful church (2
Cor 6:14-17).

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness
have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

2 Corinthians 6:15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial ? What does a believer have in
common with an unbeliever?

2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they will be my people.”

2 Corinthians 6:17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing,
and [ will receive you.”

*Nicolaitans teaching now a doctrine
Revelation 2:15 (NIV) Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
Revelation 2:15 (KJV) So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

Back in theletter to EphesusJesuscommended that church for exposng and opposng the practices
(deed9 of the Nicolaitans In the church of Pergamos(and in that time frame) these deedshad solidified
into dodrines The chasm beween the clergy and laity had degpened and become permanent in the
church andisgill with us

Exhortation & Promise
Asin theother letters, Jesushasan exhortation and apromise to those who heed Hisingructions.

Revelation 2:16 (NIV) Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with
the sword of my mouth.

Revelation 2:16 (KJV) Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the
sword of my mouth.

Fird, he callsfor repentance, the iritud equivalent of abar of sogp. The well known scripture promise
(1 John 1:9) istruefor ustoday and mug be applied daily.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

*The Sword once again

Theword of Godisressed or twiged by those who sand to gain by their false teaching. Later in church
higory (reformation) we will sudyhow the word wasresdsed by the church hierarchy and literally
broudht the sword on countlessnumbers of people. The Roman armiesconqueed usngtheir "machira’,
ashort sword that the soldier needed gpecial trainingin order to beused effectively in close one on one
comba. (2 Timothy 2:15)

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

We tooneed trainingin ugng the word of God in effective comba againg the forces of darkness.
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The promise to the overcomer

Revelation 2:17 (NIV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name
written on it, known only to him who receives it.

Revelation 2:17 (KJV) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a
new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth [it].

* All members of the church are to listen

Again and again Jesusrepeatstherefrain ingructing the churches and that includesusto carefully ligen
to and take heed to what He hasto say.

*Hidden manna
Mannawas specia bread from heaven (Exodusl16:12-15),

Exodus 16:12 "I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, 'At twilight you will eat meat, and in
the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.""”

Exodus 16:13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew
around the camp.

Exodus 16:14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.

Exodus 16:15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?” For they did not know what
it was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.

In asensethe lgaditeshad this"hidden manna' because the word "manna’ means"What isit?'. They
did not knowwhat it wasexactly, but it nounshed them for 40 years It isalso called the foodof angels
(Psalm 7824-25) and it may well bea saple foodwe'll eat in heaven.

Psalms 78:24 he rained down manna for the people to eat, he gave them the grain of heaven.
Psalms 78:25 Men ate the bread of angels; he sent them dll the food they could eat.

* Food for one day at a time

It isindructiveto learn that Israel wereto gather only enough of the provison the Lord madefor them
for each day. When they attempted to keep some over to the next day, it wasrotten and maggot
infested.

Exodus 16:19 Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morning.”

Exodus 16:20 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it
was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.

Exodus 16:21 Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted
away.

* Enough, but not too much

The Lord supplied Israel with jug theright amount, those who worked harder by gathering more did not
end upwith more than those who gathered less everyone had jug theright amount they needed.

Exodus 16:16 This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Each one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an
omer for each person you have in your tent."”

Exodus 16:17 The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little.

Exodus 16:18 And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and
he who gathered little did not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed.

* Daily supply

It isadivine promiseto meet our needsasthey occur. The Lord did thisfor Isael and He promisesto do
the same for us
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Matthew 6:31 So do not worry, saying, "What shall we eat?” or "What shall we drink?’ or "What shall we
wear?’

Matthew 6:32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them.

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.

Matthew 6:34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.

In what we call the Lord'sprayer, ( Matt 6:11) he ingrucasusto ask for ourdaly, not weekly or monthly
bread.

e Jesus our manna
Jesusisour manna, the bread of life. (John 6:35)

John 6:35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he
who believes in me will never be thirsty.

Surely, thisdaly sugenance also appliesto the iritud sugenance He givesus
*A white stone

Pergamosworshipped an Adatic goddesswhose symbol in the temple was a black meteoric gone. If an
accused wasin court, the jurorscas either white or black goneto indicate guilt or innocence. Jesus
gvesHisinnocence to usnow and will someday symbolize thisby a gpecial personal recognition tailor
madeto our uniquepersonality. Namesin biblical timesalwayshad a meaning (Geness2:19). Thefirg
job man was given by God himself and thiswasto name animals thusthe oldest professon isnot what
vme sy it is but ascientis, gecifically azoolog4.

Genesis 2:19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground dll the beasts of the field and all the birds of
the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called
each living creature, that was its name.

Namesuaudly were decriptive of the person or thing that received the name. Another example of this
isin the naming of the righteousman Noah. (Geness5:29)

Genesis 5:29 He named him Noah and said, "He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands
caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.”

The Tesera, awhite squae $one was given to the winnersof gorting eventsof those days. The Tesera
hogitalis wasbestowed on clos friendsand passed on asguaranteesto heirs. (Zechariah 3:9)

Zechariah 3:9 See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will
engrave an inscription on it," says the LORD Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a
single day.

Theideaof agoneisused often throuchout scripture, but it takesitsculmination in JesusHimself. We,
aspatakersof Him aread s included asliving sones (1 Peter 2:4-8)

1 Peter 2:4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--

1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

1 Peter 2:7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the
builders rejected has become the capstone, ”

1 Peter 2:8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for.

*4 new name
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The concept of anew name issomething the people of biblical timesundersood more than we doin our
culture. Still, unlesssheis"liberated"”, when awoman marries she takeson the name of her husand.

God himsif initiated the change from A bram and he became Abraham (Gen 17:5);

Genesis 17:5 No longer will you be called Abram ; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a
father of many nations.

Jacob becomes|gad at Peniel (Gen 32:28)

Genesis 32:28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”

and when Jesusreturns, the nation Igrael herself (Isaiah 622) will recelve anew name.

Isaiah 62:2 The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new
name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.

*Summary

Pergamosmeans"mixed marriage." The virgin Bride of Chrig became married to the world and thusno
longer virgin, but polluted by fornication. God's message to usisto come out of the world (Rev 18:4).
Next we'll continuewith theletter to the church at Thyratira

The Church at Thyatira

Theroad from Iganbul to Izmir runsthrouch the small and unattractive town of Akhisar (popuktion:
30,000) which now occupiesthe Ste where once goodtheimportant military city of Thyatira. In New
Tedament times, the city soodat the junction of three main roadsleading to Pergarnos Sardis, and
Smyrna.

It wasoriginally a Lydian town bearing the name of Pelopia, then Semiramis and then Euhippia. It was
taken bythe Persansand then Alexander, and isultimately passed to the posesson of Lysmachus one
of Alexander'sfour generals. In 301B.C., however, Lysmachuswas defeated by hisrival Seleucusl
whos name wasa 0 Nicator and it thusbecame part of Syria. The city wasconverted into afrontier
fortressto guard the way to Pergamos

Nicator named it "Thyatira" (Greek, thygater, for daughter) on benginformed that a daughter had been
bom to him; cf. "Jezebd." [Another meaningis"continud sacrifice” which many scholarsassodate with
thedodrine of the mass]

Growingin commercial importance, Thyatirabecame awell-known center for trade guilds Membership
in these was compulsory and esential if one wasto pursueatrade These were well-organized corporate
bodies providing specific benefitsand taking actionsto protect their interess, often owning
consderable propety. Each guild wasunder the patronage of some pagan dety, and all proceedingsand
feagscommenced with paying homage to the paron god or goddess The dilemma of the Chrigian
tradesman continuesin our own day: Isit necessary for the bdiever to patticipaein the produdion of
films plays books or musc which have an esseential apped to the flesh?1t isachoice between Chrig or
theworld.

Thyatirawas known for itsdyesN particularly its purple (which was scarlet rather than purple, derived
from the madde-root which isprolificin thearea. (Alternativesaso included the murex, ashell-fish
fromwhosthroa adrop of dye could beextracted.) Lydia, dwellingin Philippi (Acts16:14-15), wasa
wealthy salesrep for Thyatira dye manufacturers.

Aswell seeabit later in our gudy, Thyatirahigorically portraysthe medieval pgoacy from 600to
IS00A.D. andin alarger anse ill the Roman Catholic Church ill today. The dream to esablish and
enforce the pretensonsof the Roman church congtitute the maor part of the higory of the Middle
Ages

The Chaldean pries who interpreted the esoteric dodrinesof the Babylonian myserieswas called Peter
(i.e. "theinterpreter"). He wore an inggniaof the two keysof Janusand Cybde, which gill appear on
the Papd armsas symbolsof siritud authority.

The danger to the church at Thyatiradid not arise fromthe persecutions of imperial Rome nor fromthe
animosty of Jewish attitudes It arose fromwithin the church itselfN all the more seriousand dangerous
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to deal with. In fact a gudyof church higory showsthat injury and lossto the church never came from
the outsade, but awaysfromwithin through heresesand leavingthe centrality of Chrig.

The Letter to the Church at Thyatira

Revelation 2:18 (NIV) "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of
God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

Revelation 2:18 (KJV) And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet [are] like fine brass;

In thislonges and central letter of the seven JesusassertsHispower and authority asthe Son of God.
Thisisthe only timein the whole bookof Revelation that Jesusisreferred to bythat title. He usesthis
title asoppogd to the queen of heaven (semiramis, one of the other namesof thiscity) or the mother of
Godin the worship of Mary in the Roman church. The main god of the Roman church hasawaysbeen
to have power and authority over men. In the promiseto the overcomer thispower theme surfaces
again. The eyesof blazngfire and the feet of brassare symbolsof judgement and power.

Son of God

While Jesuslived herein the flesh, he did not directly refer to himsalf asthe son of God, but used the
term Son of Man, (Matthew 1928; Matthew 20:28) to identify Himsalf closely with usin Hishumanity.

Matthew 19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man
sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

Matthew 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many."”

Commendation

Revelation 2:19 (NIV) I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you
are now doing more than you did at first.

Revelation 2:19 (KJV) I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last [to be] more than the first.

Again and again in these lettersto the churches Jesusemphas zesthat He knowswhat'sgoingon and
that nothing escapesHisnotice. He also noticesthat they are improvingin the thingsthey are doing
right. Heisnot vague, but names5 secific things deeds lovefaith service and perserverance. Many,
epecidly thosin the variousdenominations have criticized the Roman church, and rightly so, yet Jesus
hasa commendation for them. Before anyone getstoo loudin the criticianslet him see howthey are
doingin comparison to thislig of postives

The Criticism

Revelation 2:20 (NIV) Newvertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating
of food sacrificed to idols.

Revelation 2:20 (KJV) Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Revelation 2:21 (NIV) I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.
Revelation 2:21 (KJV) And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

eInaction against evil

The chief gn of thischurch N which wasfatal N smply condsted of failing to raise a protest against
thiswoman, who claimed to bea prophetess, who led them into idolatrousdodrinesand practices. (Acts
1529)

Acts 15:29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals
and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell.
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Theirswasnot afailure to protes againg something the Government was doing or some other sodal ill,
butfailureto eliminate evil in their midd. In their local setting, meat sacrificed to idolswasacommon
problem which compromised their faith and opened the doorto the worship of thos idols

Jezebel

Jezebd wasthe daughter of Eth-Baal, King of Sidon, Pries of Agarte, the murderer of his predecessor,
Pheles whom hekilled to seize the throne. She married King Ahab to seal aprofitable tradealliance
between Igael and Phoenicia. A worshippe, in fact aprietessof Baa and Adarte both of which are
from Babylon, she and King Ahab usher in theworg periodin Isagl'shigory (1 Kings16:30-33).

1 Kings 16:30 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before him.

She seeksto exterminate prophetsof YHWH ( 1 Kings18:13). The queen isrunning the show. Of all
the women seen in the Old Tegament, none was more cunning or more daring or more unscrupulous
Obdliah, gill faithful, tellshisfearsto Elijah:

1 Kings 18:13 Haven't you heard, my lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing the prophets of the LORD? 1
hid a hundred of the Lord’s prophets in two caves, fifty in each, and supplied them with food and
water.

Jezebd obtained landsand propaty throudh "inquidtion ." Read the incident of Naboth' sVineyard (1
Kings21). Here we see avivid picture of the medieval church for aboutathousand-year period,
includingthe Dark Ages

1 Kings 21:1 Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite.
The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

1 Kings 21:2 Ahab said to Naboth, "Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close
to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever
it is worth."”

1 Kings 21:3 But Naboth replied, "The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers."”

1 Kings 21:4 So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jexreelite had said, "I will not give
you the inheritance of my fathers.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.

1 Kings 21:5 His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, "Why are you so sullen? Why won't you eat?"”

1 Kings 21:6 He answered her, "Because I said to Naboth the Jezreelite, 'Sell me your vineyard; or if you
prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its place.” But he said, 'I will not give you my vineyard.""”

1 Kings 21:7 Jezebel his wife said, "Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I'll get
you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

1 Kings 21:8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and
nobles who lived in Naboth's city with him.

1 Kings 21:9 In those letters she wrote: "Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place
among the people.

1 Kings 21:10 But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have them testify that he has cursed both God and
the king. Then take him out and stone him to death.”

1 Kings 21:11 So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth's city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had
written to them.

1 Kings 21:12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a prominent place among the people.

1 Kings 21:13 Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him and brought charges against Naboth before
the people, saying, "Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” So they took him outside the city and
stoned him to death.

1 Kings 21:14 Then they sent word to Jezebel: "Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

1 Kings 21:15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, "Get up
and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to sell you. He is no
longer alive, but dead.”
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1 Kings 21:16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of
Naboth's vineyard.

1 Kings 21:17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite:

1 Kings 21:18 "Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth's
vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it.

1 Kings 21:19 Say to him, "This is what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his
property?” Then say to him, "This is what the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up
Naboth's blood, dogs will lick up your blood--yes, yours!"”

1 Kings 21:20 Ahab said to Elijah, "So you have found me, my enemy!"” "I have found you,” he answered,
"because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD.

Hlijah continues pronouncing the Lord'sjudgement on Naboth and also on Jezebd. Thistactic of
bringing false witnessesand then executing the victim,

2 Kings 9:26 'Yesterday I saw the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons, declares the LORD, and I will
surely make you pay for it on this plot of ground, declares the LORD." Now then, pick him up and
throw him on that plot, in accordance with the word of the LORD."”

if need bedoingthe sameto any lawful heirs and then taking the propeaty, wasa major reason the
Roman church became extremely wealthy.

*The Queen of Heaven

One of the prominent Babylonian ideasthat |srael embraced were the variousfemale daties, such as
"the queen of heaven" (Jeremiah 7:18)

Jeremiah 7:18 The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough and make
cakes of bread for the Queen of Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other gods to provoke me
to anger.

of which Ashtoreth Judg(Judges2:13 - 14) wasone of the mog important.
Judges 2:13 because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.

Judges 2:14 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold
them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.

Jezebd wasan embodiment of all that God hated abouttheseidolatries |sael ddiberately rebdled
againg God and suffered the consequences. They propered under the Babylonian sysem for awhile, but
then the judgement came. (Jeremiah 44:15-30)

Jeremiah 44:15 Then all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense to other gods, along with
all the women who were present--a large assembly--and all the people living in Lower and Upper
Egypt, said to Jeremiah,

Jeremiah 44:16 "We will not listen to the message you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD!

Jeremiah 44:17 We will certainly do everything we said we would: We will burn incense to the Queen of
Heaven and will pour out drink offerings to her just as we and our fathers, our kings and our officials
did in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. At that time we had plenty of food and were
well off and suffered no harm.

Jeremiah 44 :18 But ever since we stopped burning incense to the Queen of Heaven and pouring out drink
offerings to her, we have had nothing and have been perishing by sword and famine.

In the Roman Catholic Church much of theidolatry which wasso prominent in Isagl wasgiven athin
chrigian coaing. Shrines priess worship of femae dety (Mary veneration), and the buming of
incensewasand gill isabig factor in the Roman church, of which Thyatiraisthe higorical typein the
prophetic layout of the seven letterswe are gudying.

*Leaven — picture of sin

The picture of alittle leaven in alarge anount of doudh isanother portrait God usesconsgenly to
picture an. Jesustellsof awoman who introduced the leaven. (Matthew 13:33)
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Matthew 13:33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.”

Likewise the woman Jezebd broudht the dan of idolatry to Israel. We are told to befree of leaven. (1 Cor
5:7-8)

1 Corinthians 5:7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are. For
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

1 Corinthians 5:8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.

*No repentance of immorality (fornication)

Central to the pagan religion were the sexud orgiesand temple sex of all kindsin avery literal way. The
term "fornication" wasapplied a0 in a iritud sensein termsof bengjoined to false godsrather than
theonetrueGod.Both in the Old Tegament and the New, God conigently usesthe marriage
relationship asapicture of what He desreswith Hispeople. (Jeremiah 3:20; Revelation 219) He
contragsthe picture of the unfaithful wife and the beautiful bride

Jeremiah 3:20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you have been unfaithful to me, O house of
Israel,” declares the LORD.

Revelation 21:9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."”

*Promise of great tribulation

Revelation 2:22 (NIV) So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery
with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.

Revelation 2:22 (KJV) Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

Revelation 2:23 (NIV) I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who
searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.

Revelation 2:23 (KJV) And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that [ am he
which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

Jesususesthe phrase "Great Tribulation” atime of intense suffering. He ecifically gpeaks of atime of
intense suffering for those that dwell uponthe Earth jug before Hisreturn.(Matt2421-22)

Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this
time, no, nor ever shall be.

Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s
sake those days shall be shortened.

Matthew 24:21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--
and never to be equaled again.

Matthew 24:22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those
days will be shortened.

It'simplied that if they repent, they won't bein the Tribulation. Only the unrepentant church will be
ubject to "the hourof tria" (Revelation 3:10) from which the church of Philaddphiais secifically
exempt.

Revelation 3:10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of
trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.

Jezebd who isa symbol of the Babylonic world sysem isfinally destroyed
*Rewarded according to works
There are only two pahsopen to man, either receive accordingto their works (Jeremiah 17:10)

Jeremiah 17:10 "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his
conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”
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or God'sgrace by faith (Ephedans2:8).
Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God--
The worksof man bring only degth.

*Promise for a remnant

Revelation 2:24 (NIV) Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and
have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you) :

Revelation 2:25 (NIV) Only hold on to what you have until I come.

Revelation 2:24 (KJV) But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this
doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none
other burden.

Revelation 2:25 (KJV) But that which ye have [already] hold fast tll I come.

The church was called uponto repent asawhole and did not, they are beyond repar. Thereisthe
impresson that only aremnant survives. Within thischurch wasan evil for which no remedia measures
are aufficient. In our subsequent gudyof the church at Sardis(Revelation 3:4) we will see agmilar
gtuaion. Thisremnant within the church at Thyatirawasnot immersed in the depthsof Satan, but
were gill searching after the deep thingsof God. (1 Corinthians2:9-10)

1 Corinthians 2:9 Howewver, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him” --

1 Corinthians 2:10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep
things of God.

*Promise of His coming

Thisisthefirg of the seven letterswhere Jesusexplicitly peaks of Hissecond coming. In the other
lettershe gpeaks of comingto judge but not the actud promised coming again. In our higorical context
of the churches, thismeansthat the Roman church, aswell asthe otherswe will gill look at soon, will
gill beon Earth when Jesuscomesagain and will bejudged by Him. However those few within that
church whose heartswere pure before God will at that time see the Truth and berewarded by Jesus

*Power over the Nations

Revelation 2:26 (NIV) To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the
nations--

Revelation 2:27 (NIV) 'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery” --
just as I have received authority from my Father.

Revelation 2:26 (KJV) And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations:

Revelation 2:27 (KJV) And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

It isindructive, that thispromiseisgven to the overcomersin the very church that hasaspired to and
gained worldy power throughout the longest time span of higory ance Jesusdaysin theflesh. The
higory of Europeismodly agruggle of the Roman church to dominate and rulethe nationsthere and
the nationstryingto break free of the domnance of the popes However, what the popesand the
antichrig have wanted bdongsto Jesus (Psalm 2:7-9)

Psalms 2:7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son ; today I have become
your Father.

Psalms 2:8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.
Psalms 2:9 You will rule them with an iron scepter ; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
and throudh Himto us (1 Corinthians6:2)
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1 Corinthians 6:2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world,
are you not competent to judge trivial cases?

*Morning Star
Revelation 2:28 (NIV) I will also give him the morning star.
Revelation 2:28 (KJV) And I will give him the morning star.

We today are gudying thisbookfromahigorical pesective, looking back in higory, but also looking
forward in eager anticipaion. The Morning Star showsitslight before sunrise and Jesuswill come just
after mankind'sdarkes time (2 Peter 1:19; Revelation 22:16)

2 Peter 1:19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention
to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.

Revelation 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and
the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."”

* Admonition to hear -- that is to listen and then obey
Revelation 2:29 (NIV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Revelation 2:29 (KJV) He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Asuaid in these letters Jesuscloeswith apersonal admonition to ligen to what Heissayingto us
individudly. He saysto put addeanything that would put Him in second place in our lives which isthe
esence of thesn of idodtry.

Summary

In thefird threelettersthe promise to the overcomer isafter the"Hethat hath and ear” personal
admonition. In the lag fourthe promiseto the overcomer isinddetheletter and the"Hethat hath and
ear" pat isadded amog asa pogscript addressed to asmall number within that church. In thefirg three
epiglesthe church asawhole wasviewed asgill capable of repenting, but in the lag fourit was
appaent that only aremnant, described asthe overcomer, would hear and repent. Thelad fourinclude
explicit promisesof Jesus Second Comingwhereasin thefirg three he comesto take the minigry away
fromthetwo churcheshe had to criticize. Many protestant Bible teachershave come down hard on the
Roman Catholic Church when doinga sudyof thisletter to Thyatira. However, Jesusgill hasquite a
ggnificant commendation for thischurch, whereashe hasnothing goodto say about the next church,
the onein Sardiswhich will beour gudynext time.
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